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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Amendment filed on June 1 , 2006, which 
paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-10, 13-30, and 32-35 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10, 13-30, and 32-35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-10, 13-30, and 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable Watson et al (hereinafter Watson), U.S. Patent No. 6,226,624. 

Regarding to claim 1 , Watson discloses a method for providing server-based 
credit management utilizing payment cards and dynamic approval parameters, 
comprising: 

receiving at one or more server systems within a credit management system a 
plurality of electronic transaction requests from requestor system within the entity 
(column 9, lines 40-65; the account manager 202 using a personal computer that is 
electronically coupled the card issuer 214 to transmit the pre-authorization request 224 
to card issuer 214 via the Internet); 

evaluating the plurality of transaction requests with respect to the entity's 
purchase policies to provide approval processing utilizing one or more server systems 
(column 9, lines 60-65; Account manager 202 in pre-authorization request 224 specified 
an account number for which pre-authorization transaction parameters apply); 

generating a plurality of sets of approval parameters based upon the approval 
processing utilizing one or more server systems, each set of approval parameters being 
associated with an approved transaction request (column 9, line 65-column 10, line 28; 
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one or more transaction parameters including a quote amount resulting from the 
quotation process, an acceptable variance, the quotation amount, a merchant identifier, 
acquiring bank identification number, etc.); and 

dynamically storing within the one or more server systems each set of approval 
parameters with respect to at least one payment card so that transactions using 
payment cards may be processed by a payment processing system in view of approval 
parameters associated with those payment cards (column 10, lines 28-40 and figure 3; 
the authorizing agent 212 retains and stores the pre-authorization transaction 
parameters in a pre-authorization table 318; in figure 3, transactions requiring pre- 
authorization table 302 includes pre-authorization table 318 and standard authorization 
table 310, pre-authorization table 318 contains dynamic parameters because it contains 
some optional parameters), 

Watson does not disclose the server system within a purchasing management 
system and evaluating the plurality of purchase requests and processing each set of 
approval parameters apart from any processing by vendor and card network system. 
However, it is well known in the art to utilize a purchasing management system for 
evaluating the plurality of purchase requests. Moreover, Watson discloses processing 
each set of approval parameters by a credit management system through card network 
system (see above). Thus, it would obvious that the purchase management system that 
apart from any processing by vendor and card network system, can apply the method of 
Watson for evaluating the plurality of purchase requests. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
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Watson's to adopt the teaching of Watson within a purchasing management system for 
evaluating the plurality of purchase requests, for the purpose of evaluating the purchase 
requests in order to minimizing the risk for the purchasing management system. 

Regarding to claim 2, Watson further discloses providing access through a 
network to a plurality of customizable purchasing management rules residing on one or 
more server systems, receiving through the network the plurality of purchase requests 
and applying the purchasing management rules to the purchase requests to help 
generate the approval parameters for approved purchase requests (column 9, lines 15- 
30, 40-45; Account manager 202 using a personal computer connected to the Internet 
for issues a pre-authorization request to the card issuer 214). 

Regarding to claim 3, Watson further discloses notifying an approver of a 
purchase request, if some action is required from the approver for the purchase request 
to be approved, and allowing the approver to take the required action through a network 
accessible approval mechanism (column 10, line 65-column 11, line 15; merchant 206 
forwards the purchase request to the authorizing agent 212 for performing the 
authorization process). 

Regarding to claim 4, Watson further discloses allowing the approver to identify, 
at least in part, the approval parameters for the approved purchase request (column 1 1 , 
lines 52-67; the authorization tables employed by an authorizing agent for user in 
comparison of parameters of a requested transaction with authorization limitations 
placed upon transaction). 
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Regarding to claim 5, Watson further discloses wherein the purchase requests 
comprise requests for purchases of products or services from network enabled markets 
(column 15, line 60-column 16, line 5). 

Regarding to claim 6, Watson further discloses wherein the purchase requests 
comprise requests for purchases of products or services from non-network enabled 
markets (column 8, lines 20-25; merchant at point-of-sale terminal is not network 
enabled market for a customer). 

Regarding to claim 7, Watson further discloses wherein the payment cards 
comprise credit cards (column 10, lines 42-55; transaction card or credit card). 

Regarding to claim 8, Watson further discloses utilizing the payment cards as 
requestor specific identifiers and wherein the purchase requests include an indication of 
the payment card of the requestor (column 10, lines 42-55; account number associated 
with the credit card). 

Regarding to claim 9, Watson further discloses wherein the network comprises 
the Internet (column 9, lines 40-45). 

Regarding to claim 10, Watson discloses a method for providing server-based 
credit management services to customer entities through a network, comprising: 

providing access through a network to a plurality of customizable purchasing 
management rules residing on one or more server systems, the purchasing 
management rules providing approval requirements for transaction requested by 
requestors associated with a customer entity (column 9, lines 15-30, 40-45; Account 
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manager 202 using a personal computer connected to the Internet for issues a pre- 
authorization request to the card issuer 214); 

receiving through the network a transaction request from a requestor (column 
16, lines 1-30; the user submit a request at a pre-authorization web page on the 
Internet); 

applying the purchasing management rules to the transaction request (column 9, 
lines 60-65; Account manager 202 in pre-authorization request 224 specified an 
account number for which pre-authorization transaction parameters apply); 

notifying an approver of the transaction request, if the purchasing management 
rules require action by the approver for the purchase request to be approved (column 
10, line 65-column 1 1 , line 1 5; merchant 206 forwards the purchase request to the 
authorizing agent 212 for performing the authorization process); 

allowing for the approver to take approval action through a network accessible 
approval mechanism (column 1 1 , lines 25-40); and 

generating a set of approval parameters for an approved transaction request 
and dynamically associating the set of approval parameters with a payment card 
(column 9, line 65-column 10, line 28; one or more transaction parameters including a 
quote amount resulting from the quotation process, an acceptable variance, the 
quotation amount, a merchant identifier, acquiring bank identification number, etc.). 

Watson does not disclose the server system within a purchasing management 
system and evaluating the plurality of purchase requests. Moreover, it is well known in 
the art to utilize a purchasing management system for evaluating the plurality of 
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purchase requests. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Watson's to adopt the teaching of 
Waltson within a purchasing management system for evaluating the plurality of 
purchase requests, for the purpose of evaluating the purchase requests in order to 
minimizing the risk for the purchasing management system. 

Regarding to claim 13, Watson further discloses communicating the set of 
approval parameters to a payment proce4ssing system for storage and use in payment 
processing with respect to a vendor transaction (column 11, lines 1-15; merchant 206 
forwards account number as the payment identifier with the transaction parameters to 
the authorizing agent 212, the authorizing agent then issues an authorization response 
listing the acceptance or denial status of the transaction). 

Regarding to claim 14, Watson further discloses wherein the approval 
parameters comprise an identity of a vendor for a requested product or service and a 
maximum cost amount for the product or service (column 12, lines 1 5-20, merchant 
identifier; column 1 1 , lines 60-65, transaction limit). 

Regarding to claim 15, Watson further discloses wherein the payment card 
comprises a credit card (column 10, lines 42-55; transaction card or credit card). 

Regarding to claim 16, Watson further discloses providing a plurality of payment 
cards to a plurality of requestors within an entity so that each request may utilize the 
payment card in making purchase requests and in executing approved purchase 
requests (column 17, lines 65). 
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Regarding to claim 17, Watson further discloses wherein the receiving step 
comprises receiving a purchase request from a network enabled market, the network 
enabled market allowing the requestor to identify and select for purchase products or 
services through the network (column 17, lines 46-65). 

Regarding to claim 18, Watson further discloses allowing the approver to 
determine one or more approval parameters associated with an approved purchase 
request from the network enabled market (column 11, lines 52-67; the authorization 
tables employed by an authorizing agent for user in comparison of parameters of a 
requested transaction with authorization limitations placed upon transaction). 

Regarding to claim 19, Watson further discloses wherein the receiving step 
comprises receiving a purchase request from a market that is not network enabled, the 
purchase request identifying one or more details concerning a need that the purchase 
request will address (column 8, lines 20-25; merchant at point-of-sale terminal is not 
network enabled market for a customer). 

Regarding to claim 20, Watson further discloses allowing the approver to 
determine one or more approval parameters associated with an approved purchase 
request from the non-network enabled market (column 1 1 , lines 52-67; the authorization 
tables employed by an authorizing agent for user in comparison of parameters of a 
requested transaction with authorization limitations placed upon transaction). 

Regarding to claim 21 , Watson further discloses wherein the network comprises 
the Internet (column 9, lines 40-45). 
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Claims 22-30 and 32-35 contain similar limitations found in claim 1-10 and 13-21 
discussed above, therefore, are rejected by the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

7. Claims 1-10, 13-30, and 32-35 are rejected. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571 ) 272-6799. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 
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(571) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



August 1 , 2006 



